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CROSS-DRESSING 
Herstory 


Impersonation of the opposite sex 
has come down through the ages in many 
forms; mythology, religion, anthropology, 
psychology and social behavior. A few 
examples include: Sarah Edmonds Seeyle, 
a native of New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, 
had masqueraded as a male, sold books, 
and fought in the Civil War, passing as 
Frank Thompson. She published a version 
of her life, "Nurse and Spy in the Union 
Army", (1866). 

"You have expressed a desire to know 
what led me to assume male attire, I will 
try to tell you. I think J was born into 
this world with some dormant antagonism 
toward men. I hope I have outgrown it 
measurably, but my infant soul was impres- 
sed with a sense of my mother's wrongs, 
before I ever saw the light, and I pro- 
bably drew from her breast with my daily 
food my love of independance and hatred 
of male tyranny". 

Among the accomplishments narrated 
by Seeyle was her becoming, while passing 
as a male, a "famous" book salesman, — 
(possibly in rural New Brunswick). 

"IT made money, dressed well, owned 
and drove a fine horse and buggy -silver 
mounted harness and all the paraphernalia 
of a nice turnout- took my lady friends 
out riding occasionally and had a nice 
Time genera ily ia: 


Later, in Nova Scotia, still pas- 
sing as a male book seller, Seeyle said 
she "stopped at first-class houses, lived 
well, dressed well, and gave money to be- 
nevolent societies, and came near marry- 
ing a pretty little girl who found that I 
should not leave Nova Scotia without her’. 

Referring to her “unusual career" as 
a Civil War soldier, Seeyle explained that 
it was "only in the light of later expe- 
rience that it seemed so strange to me. I 
was so conscious of being led, so certain 
of my own self-respect that I never viewed — 
it from a conventional standpoint. And 
then 1° was so“busyiae-s 

November 11, 1907. A Colorado News- 
paper headline read: "Woman Who Posed As 
Man 60 Years, Dead...Only reason Was to 
Secure Man's Work". The story said: 
"Katherine Vosbaugh, who for sixty years 
posed as a man, wearing male garb, living 
the rough life of the pioneers in the 


Southwest and who even "married" anoth- 
er woman, died yesterday morning at the 
San Raphael Hospital in this city, where 
she had been a country charge since the 
secret of her life was discovered by Dr. 
T.J. Forham, of this city over two months 
ago". Ea 

A wireless to THE TIMES from London 
(April 26, 1929) reported the sentencing 
there of "Mrs. Lillian Arkel-Smith, who 
masqueraded as Colonel Sir Victor Barker 
for six years and actually went through 
a form of marriage with anotner woman". 

Arkel-Smith was sentenced to nine 
months in prison. She was convicted of 
having entered a false statement in the 
marriage register and of having inade a 
travesty of the wedding ceremony. 

"You are an unprincipled, unscrupu- 
lous adventuress", said Sir Ernest Wild, 
the recorder in passing sentence. " You 
Have profaned the House of God; you have 
outraged the decencies of nature and you 
have broken the law of man. You have set 
an example which, were you to go unpunis- 
hed, others might follow". 

Mrs. Arkel-Smith had an amazing ca- 
reer aS a man. She became a leader in 
various English organizations and deceived 
her acquaintances into believing she was a 


World War hero. 
She had been sentenced in the same 


court in which, several years earlier, she 


had been tried in her male role, and ac- 
quitted of carrying a revolver without a 
license. 


The above information was taken from the 
Gay/Lesbian Almanac, Jonathan Ned Katz, 
(Harper and Row, Publishers, New York, 
1983. 


Elaine K. 


DECEMBER'S ISSUE 


The December's newsletter topic 
is on "Lesbians in Small Towns, Com- 
munities, Farms, etc. If you would like 
to write about this please send articles 
care of WOMONSPACE . 
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FOOL OF 


Over 200 women took part in "dmon- 
ton's fifth annual "Take Back The Night" 
walk. High energy characterized this 
year's walk which led through Edmonton's 
downtown core. The walk is held annually 
every third Friday of September across 
Canada to protest violence against wom- 
en. It is one night of the year when 
women gather to reclaim their right to 


+© 


walk the streets at night without fear 
of harassment or assault. As lesbians 
we are especially vulnerable to harass- 
ment and assault because of the homonho- 
bic attitudes in our community. As 
women walking alone, or with other wor- 
en, without men, we are more vulnerable. 
inis year saw a good turnout from 
Edmonton's lesbian community. After 
listening to telegrams from B.C. and 
Ontario, and a short speech, women took 
to the streets shouting and chanting 
their anger and their demands for an end 
to violence against women. Several wom- 
en joined the walk along the way, and 
many people stopped women walking to ask 
what the march was about. Throughout the 
walk there were many shouts of support 
from people in cars passing by, as well 
as the usual catcalls. It was exhila- 
rating to walk through Beaver Park and 
to watch as men deserted it when they 
saw 200 women approaching. There was a 
real sense of power for the women walk- 
ing as they laughed and shouted, sang 
and danced, and generally took up space 
on the sidewalks of Jasper Avenue. 
Each year the walk grows in numbers and 
becomes more powerful. As we chanted on 
Friday evening, "Soon There'll Be A Thou- 
san More Angry Women in The Streets". 

Women returned to the Women's Build- 
ing after the walk to celebrate. 

Organizing for next year's "Take 
Back The Night" walk will begin soon so 
that many more women (one thousand would 
be great) will take to the streets next 
year. In order for us to be heard we all 
need to not only support the walk, but to 
be active participants in 1987's "Take 
Back The Night" walk. If you would like 
to help in the planning of next year's 
walk, watch for an announcement in an up- 
coming newsletter. 

As a final note, this year's organi- 
zing committee would like to thank WOMON- 
SPACE for their financial and emotion- 
al support, as well as their strong 
commitment to making this year's walk 
a success. 


Colleen and Tracy 


COMING OUT TO MOTHERS 


We are Lesbians collecting stories 
about how womyn came out to their moth- 
ers. We are interested in the events, 
thoughts, and feelings that womyn expe- 
rience while coming out, and the reac- 
tions they got from their mothers. All 
too often in works about coming out, 
Lesbians are grouped with "gays" and 
mothers are lumped with "parents". We 
see the need to recognize the power of 
the daughter-mother relationship in the 
coming-out process. 

We hope this anthology will encom- 
pass the lives of all womyn so that we 
can have a book that provides informa- 
tion and validates our feelings as 
Lesbians who have already come out or 
who are in the process of coming out to 
our mothers. 

Poetry, photographs, etc. are also 
welcome. 

Please send stories and/or inquiries 
to: P.O. Box 6031, Minneapolis, MN., 
UsS A=, 55406 


On Dec. 13, 1986, The Women's Bui ld- 
ing is holding a social. There will be 
a small admittance fee and a Beer and 
Wine Bar. Tickets for beer and wine will 
be sold on. the premises. There will be 
open entertainment. If any of you womyn 
play an instrument, sing, tell jokes, or 
have any other talents, we would apprie- 
ciate your participation. 


Editors note: “this wishno ted ssOe@tali. «it 
is a HOOTIN-ANNEY. 


The next Board Meeting is on Tuesday 


November 4th, at 7:30 P.M., at the Women's 


Buiskdiing.» 10055 ---h10 eSTR. ieAll are 


welcome. 


The next Newsletter Meeting is to be 
held on Thursday, November 13, at 7:30 
P.M., at the Women's Building. Anyone 
interested in participating please 
attend. ALL ARE WELCOME. 
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GAY ALLIANCE TOWARD EQLALUTY 


Wednesday nights are womyn’s night at the 
Gay Alliance Toward Equality. Drop-in at #104, 
10173 - 104 Street, between 7 and 10 p.m 
Monday to Saturday, Sunday from 2 to 5 p.m., 
or call 424-8361. 

Besides the drop-ins, GATE offers peer counsell- 
ing On a personal and confidential level and 
has an excellent library. Drop-in on Wednesdays ~ 
to see Catherine and Brenda, and on Thur. 
to see Noreen. 


“Looking Forward, 

@) Reaching Back” 
»” Women’s Archives 
J In Canada Project 


/) 

13 The Canadian Women’s 
’ Movement Archives has 
been collecting material 
on the women’s movement 
in Canada since 1977. The 
bulk of archival material, though is being saved by 
individuals and women’s groups across the country. 


During the next year, the CWMA will be 
researching and compiling a directory of Women’s 
Archival Collections in Canada. A collective member 
will be travelling across the country to meet with 
individuals and women’s groups, 


If you or your organization have any 
material on the women’s movement in Canada, 
please contact the CWMA. Help ensure that our 
history is saved. 


Canadian Women’s Movement Archives 
P.O. Box 928, Stn P, Toronto, Ont. M4T 2P1 (416) 597-8865 


VOLLEYBALL 


There will be a tournament held 
on Nov. 29, 86 at St. Josephs High 
School. 109 St. & 108 Ave. There will 
be a dance to follow. Come out and sup- — 
port the Edmonton Techniques (Roughnecks) 
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HEALTH 


Risa Prock is a visionary lea- 
der, Holistic healer and teacher. She 
has an extensive background in business 
in the areas of sales and marketing 
training, and development as well as 
management consulting. In her healing 
practice, she incorporatesclear inner 
Sight, intutition and personal exper- 
ience tocouncil, consult and do cry- 
tal healing. For the past 15 years 
she has worked with Bach Flower rem- 
edies. 

Here in Edmonton Risa's work 
fowsses on individual and group 
empowerment through full moon gath- 
erings for women. Teaching courses 
in technologies for creating T 
(formerly DMA) and healing. Risa 
also sells and counsels in crystals. 
Risa has been very effective in 
helping people suffering with 
cronic pains of all kinds. 


HI EVERYONE! 


I am the new acting editor of 
this newsletter. We are currently 
looking for a permanent editor. If 
anyone is interested in taking this 
or any other position on the News let- 
ter, please either call me at the of- 
fice or attend the Newsletter meeting. 

The positions available on the 
Newsletter are; 

Editor 

Research 

Production 

Distribution 

Proof Reader 

Assistant Editor 

Assistant Researcher 

Mai l-out 

Coalator and Production Assistant 

Advertising 


Some of these positions have been 
filled; however, we are always needing 
help in all these areas. 


Jacquie 
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WOMEN'S BUILDING 


The lease on the Women's Building 
willbe expiring on February 1, 1987. The 
Women's Collective was hoping to purchase 
the building; however, it has been sold 
to someone else. The collective will be 
looking to purchase a new building where 
we will all be together. 


Jacquie 


Dear Readers, 

Last month you were introduced 
to Meredith. That's me. I would like 
to tell you about myself. I am, let's 
say, in the mid years of my life. I 
hail from closet corners Alberta. In 
fact, I have lived there all my life. 
I have been a lesbian all my life as 
well as a womon. I feel that with my 
years of experience I can give you 
the kind of advice that you need. 
Closet Corners has a population of 
36 people, no make that 35 the widow 
Hendrix died last week. In the prime 
of her life she was. To bad she was 
straight. Awful good looking. Anyway 
I invite your letters. Please send 
them to care of Womonspace and promise 
all the naughty as well as nice letters 
will be printed. 

Love Meredith 


ee cues se od Boe ne ae See ea | 
WR SUE SAE SSE SIE SAE SSE IS SAE SAE SAE RE SS 
GR GD Seana SO Re PR RR PR PR PRES 
ae cl 
BSOeS * * ZIRE S 
ie PICTURE FRAMING on 
ete . MES 
Ane Professionally done by Assia 
Sy) a. . Ne « 
ZaMes artist aes 
et ~ a iS 
es Call Elizabeth Verhagen Rane 
ZG NG, 
oe -4876 Soe 
Sh MG." IME<9 IG? IES? DESY, 2) eae 
Sera oe, Bee: Lee eee 
Or 28° OS CW 8 Os cab “4 Cem cat “@ +> . > 
SWE PR PR PR Bi GR GR 


OCTOBER DANCE VOLUNTEERS 


Gail S. would like to take this 
opportunity to thank all the volunteers 
that helped with October's dance. Without 
your help this dance would not have been 
a success. Once again, thank you very 
much. 


CIA CODFEEAGRZGACLAG october MONTHLY GENERAL MEETING 


MOTIONS PASSED AT THE SEPTEMBER 28/86 Womonspace be responsible for 
-~-ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING- the bar and all it's expenses as well 
as the returns. Then present a state- 
- moved to adopt the 1985 A.G.M minutes. ment for reinbursement from the womons 


building motion passed. 
- moves that at the A.G.M of today we 


Womonspace members extend the deadline Ann be the representative of Womon- 
of the 1984-85 unedited Financial state- Space aS we now have a vote. She will 
ment, to be held over to the December supply a monthly report. Motion passed. 


1986 General meeting. 
Flaine resigned form the survey com- 


-moved that Val and Irene S. will audit ittee due to a conflict of interest 
the 1984-1985 Financial statement by as President of Womonspace. 
January 30 of 1987. 
Elaine aSked that Jacquie become the 
- moved to adopt the 1985-86 Financial, new Acting Editor of the newsletter 
statement withinoted changes. until such a time as a new volunteer 
editor can be found. Motion passed. 


- moved that Elaine K. and Linda audit 


the 1985-86 Annual Finacial Reports Irene moved that the floor be opened 
(oct 17,1985 - June 30,1986) by January for nominations for secretary. 

30, 19877 Motions passed. 

- moved that Linda F. and Janet C. audit Linda R. was nominated a vote of 

the 1985-86 Board, General and Special conf#dence was positive. 


meetings minutes by January 30, 1987. “otion was made that the General Maeeing 


approve a board dinner not exceeding $100. 
The meeting will discuss Womonspace goals 
for 1986, motion passed. 


- moved that Womonspace make it an 
operational policy, that the Vice- 
President act as Liaison to the Women's 
Building Collective instead of heading 


: Motion was made that a petty cash fund be 
a committee. 


set up for board, office and drop-in 
supplies for $50.00. After discussion 


| Pre prec Mca annem B a limit of $35.00 was decided, motion 
Treasurer - Irene S. passed. 
Activities Director - Agathe G. Motion Was madesthat <0 C Oke atin 


Sn ‘ : 
Bembeys iis DiCeC ST ea supplied for gas allowance for distri- 


er Sea ictae ac Sons ER bution of newsletter, motion passed. 
Motion made that one half of $171.75 be 
paid to Irene for personal expenses for 
an unaudited financial statement for 
the A.G.M.-3-in favor, 4 againstye2 
abstained. Motion not carried. 


- moved to re-open nominations for the 
position of Secretary and Public Relations 
Director. 
- moved to close nominations. 

Motion made that we renew our subscription 


VEDI CLACOFALAGI ean $16.00 for 10 months, motion 
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Activities 
LESBIAN DROP-IN 


Every Thursday night from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m., 
Womonspace holds a regular drop-in at the 
Women’s Building in the 2nd floor meeting 
room. Join us this Thursday for a relaxed 
evening of coffee and conversation. “All are 
welcome. 


GENERAL MEETING 


The General Meetings are held on the second 
Tuesday of every month at the Women’s Build- 
ing (10055 - 110 St.) at 7:30 p.m.. Both members 
and non-members are welcome to attend. The 
next meeting is 


MOON JCYCE IN CONCERT WITH PEGGY WARD 


November 22, 1986, 8:00 P.M., $5 
in advance, $6 at the door, Centennial 
Library Theatre, 7 Sir Winston Churchil] 
Square, free child care on site, spon- 
sored by the Newsmagazine by Alberta 
women, tickets available at Common Woman 
Books, 8210 - 104 Str., and the News- 
magazine office, #808, 10136 - 100 Str. 


DANCE COMMITTEE MEETING 


If you are interested in getting involved in the 
planning and running of our monthly dances, 
then please attend our meetings held on the 
last Thursday of the month at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Women’s Building (10055 - 110 St.). Our next 
meeting is 


NEW YEAR'S ~ 


EVE DANCE 


at the Banquet Hall 
6204 Fulton Road 


Cocktails: 6:30 
Dinner: 8:00 
Dance: 9:00 


ADMISSION 


$25.00 


NEW YEARS EVE DANCE 


The New Years Eve Dance promises to 

be the event of the season. The 
coordinator has sent me the menu which 
reads like a gourmet's delight; 


Bar B.Q. Breast of Chicken 
Loin of Pork in Maple Syrup 
Rice 

Potatoes 

Ceaser Salad 

Mediterranean Vegetables 
Broccoli 

Carrots 


ge Hral. . 


Herb Garlic Bread 
Zuchinni Casserole 
Dessert Table 


There will be a cash bar with cocktails 
Dinner at 8:00 and dancing 


at 9:30 . The dance will prove to be 
very beneficial to get rid of those 


extra calories from that wonderful 
Tickets will be on sale at the 


dinner. 
dances and from Board Members. Al] 
are welcome. 


Jacquie 
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WOMONSPACE DANCE 
NOV. 157. 


BONNIE*DOON HALL 
9240 -\93 Street) 


ADM. — MEMBERS $5 °° 2%. NON—.....$6° _» “7 /8:30 p.m. to 1:30 a.m. 
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